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committee required by section 548 of title 38, 
United States Code, as added by subsection 
(a)(1) of this section. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.— 
Not later than 90 days after the date on 
which the Secretary establishes the advisory 
committee required by such section 548, the 
Secretary shall appoint the members of such 
advisory committee. 

(d) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 120 
days after the date on which the Secretary 
establishes the advisory committee required 
by such section 548, such advisory committee 
shall hold its first meeting. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
3730, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-

tion, H.R. 3730, sponsored by Mr. 
SABLAN and Mrs. RADEWAGEN, which 
would create an advisory committee on 
veterans living in outlying areas and 
freely associated States, including is-
land territories. 

The advisory committee would have 
a variety of members, including ex-
perts from the covered geographic 
areas. The Secretary will be able to 
consult regularly with, and receive the 
input of, this advisory committee re-
garding the administration of benefits 
and VA programs. Once established, 
the advisory committee will report an-
nually on the needs of the covered vet-
erans and provide much-needed rec-
ommendations. 

This bipartisan legislation is sup-
ported by the American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Minority Vet-
erans of America, Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3730, to create a VA advisory 
committee on better serving veterans’ 
needs in the territories. For a number 
of Congresses, Congresswoman 
RADEWAGEN, Congresswoman 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Congressman 
SABLAN, and other delegates from the 
territories have honorably served their 
veterans and constituents. 

Committee staff has traveled with 
many of our delegates and colleagues 
to the Northern Mariana Islands, 
American Samoa, and Puerto Rico. We 
have seen firsthand the disparities and 
the difficulties that their veterans face 
when trying to access healthcare and 
benefits from the VA. 

The combination of limited transpor-
tation options, the lack of local re-

sources, the overlapping Federal agen-
cy jurisdictions, and the complexities 
around VA care in neighboring foreign 
nations make the territories different 
from the rest of the Nation and dif-
ficult to work in. 

Unfortunately, the challenges that 
the veterans in the territories face al-
ways seem to slide down to the bottom 
of VA’s priority list. 

While I am generally skeptical of 
new advisory committees, I believe the 
voices of the veterans in the territories 
are not being heard, and I share Con-
gresswoman RADEWAGEN’s and Con-
gressman SABLAN’s goal of elevating 
their needs. 

For those reasons, I support the bill, 
and I encourage my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from the 
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. 
SABLAN), my good friend and valued 
member of the Committee on Veteran 
Affairs, who serves on the Health Sub-
committee. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, my bipar-
tisan legislation, H.R. 3730, creates a 
VA advisory committee for 
marginalized veterans living in the 
Marianas, the other United States in-
sular areas, and in the freely associ-
ated States. Veterans in my district, 
especially, and in the other insular 
areas, too, face barriers to VA services 
no vet should be forced to endure. 

In Northern Marianas, there are no 
VA clinics and no Vet Centers. 

Veterans in my district sometimes 
fly 3,700 miles to Hawaii or over 6,000 
miles to California to access VA serv-
ices. And that is why my bill, estab-
lishing a committee to educate the 
Secretary on the obstacles insular area 
veterans face, is so important. 

Each U.S. insular area and each of 
the freely associated States would have 
a seat on the advisory committee. Each 
would be able to describe the barriers 
their veterans face in receiving VA 
services. 

Establishing an advisory committee 
will not solve every logistical problem 
for veterans who live in geographically 
remote areas of America, but at least 
those veterans on the margins will 
have a way to communicate directly 
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
And when the Secretary hears about 
the barriers to service these insular 
veterans face, maybe, just maybe, 
change will occur. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Minority 
Veterans of America, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, American Legion, and 
the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America for their support of this bipar-
tisan bill, H.R. 3730. 

I also thank Chairman TAKANO, 
Ranking Member BOST, Congress-
woman RADEWAGEN, and my fellow 
members of the Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs for their unanimous sup-
port to report my bill favorably to the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3730 to give marginalized 
veterans in the insular areas a voice in 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
my colleagues to support this bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 3730, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3730, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

HOMELAND PROCUREMENT 
REFORM ACT 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2915) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 regarding the pro-
curement of certain items related to 
national security interests for Depart-
ment of Homeland Security frontline 
operational components, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2915 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homeland Pro-
curement Reform Act’’ or the ‘‘HOPR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REQUIREMENTS TO BUY CERTAIN ITEMS 

RELATED TO NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTERESTS ACCORDING TO CERTAIN 
CRITERIA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title VIII of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 391 
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 836. REQUIREMENTS TO BUY CERTAIN 

ITEMS RELATED TO NATIONAL SECU-
RITY INTERESTS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COVERED ITEM.—The term ‘covered item’ 

means any of the following: 
‘‘(A) Footwear provided as part of a uniform. 
‘‘(B) Uniforms. 
‘‘(C) Holsters and tactical pouches. 
‘‘(D) Patches, insignia, and embellishments. 
‘‘(E) Chemical, biological, radiological, and 

nuclear protective gear. 
‘‘(F) Body armor components intended to pro-

vide ballistic protection for an individual, con-
sisting of 1 or more of the following: 

‘‘(i) Soft ballistic panels. 
‘‘(ii) Hard ballistic plates. 
‘‘(iii) Concealed armor carriers worn under a 

uniform. 
‘‘(iv) External armor carriers worn over a uni-

form. 
‘‘(G) Any other item of clothing or protective 

equipment as determined appropriate by the 
Secretary. 
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‘‘(2) FRONTLINE OPERATIONAL COMPONENT.— 

The term ‘frontline operational component’ 
means any of the following organizations of the 
Department: 

‘‘(A) U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
‘‘(B) U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-

ment. 
‘‘(C) The United States Secret Service. 
‘‘(D) The Transportation Security Administra-

tion. 
‘‘(E) The Coast Guard. 
‘‘(F) The Federal Protective Service. 
‘‘(G) The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency. 
‘‘(H) The Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Centers. 
‘‘(I) The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-

curity Agency. 
‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure 

that any procurement of a covered item for a 
frontline operational component meets the fol-
lowing criteria: 

‘‘(A) To the maximum extent possible, not less 
than one-third of funds obligated in a specific 
fiscal year for the procurement of such covered 
items shall be covered items that are manufac-
tured or supplied in the United States by enti-
ties that qualify as small business concerns, as 
such term is described under section 3 of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632). 

‘‘(B) Each contractor with respect to the pro-
curement of such a covered item, including the 
end-item manufacturer of such a covered item— 

‘‘(i) is an entity registered with the System for 
Award Management (or successor system) ad-
ministered by the General Services Administra-
tion; and 

‘‘(ii) is in compliance with ISO 9001:2015 of the 
International Organization for Standardization 
(or successor standard) or a standard deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary to ensure 
the quality of products and adherence to appli-
cable statutory and regulatory requirements. 

‘‘(C) Each supplier of such a covered item 
with an insignia (such as any patch, badge, or 
emblem) and each supplier of such an insignia, 
if such covered item with such insignia or such 
insignia, as the case may be, is not produced, 
applied, or assembled in the United States, 
shall— 

‘‘(i) store such covered item with such insignia 
or such insignia in a locked area; 

‘‘(ii) report any pilferage or theft of such cov-
ered item with such insignia or such insignia oc-
curring at any stage before delivery of such cov-
ered item with such insignia or such insignia; 
and 

‘‘(iii) destroy any such defective or unusable 
covered item with insignia or insignia in a man-
ner established by the Secretary, and maintain 
records, for three years after the creation of 
such records, of such destruction that include 
the date of such destruction, a description of the 
covered item with insignia or insignia destroyed, 
the quantity of the covered item with insignia or 
insignia destroyed, and the method of destruc-
tion. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a national 

emergency declared by the President under the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) 
or a major disaster declared by the President 
under section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170), the Secretary may waive a require-
ment in subparagraph (A), (B) or (C) of para-
graph (1) if the Secretary determines there is an 
insufficient supply of a covered item that meets 
the requirement. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date on which the Secretary determines a 
waiver under subparagraph (A) is necessary, 
the Secretary shall provide to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, the Committee on Oversight and Reform, 

and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives notice of such deter-
mination, which shall include— 

‘‘(i) identification of the national emergency 
or major disaster declared by the President; 

‘‘(ii) identification of the covered item for 
which the Secretary intends to issue the waiver; 
and 

‘‘(iii) a description of the demand for the cov-
ered item and corresponding lack of supply from 
contractors able to meet the criteria described in 
subparagraph (B) or (C) of paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) PRICING.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that covered items are purchased at a fair and 
reasonable price, consistent with the procedures 
and guidelines specified in the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this section and annually 
thereafter, the Secretary shall provide to the 
Committee on Homeland Security, the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives, 
and the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate a briefing on in-
stances in which vendors have failed to meet 
deadlines for delivery of covered items and cor-
rective actions taken by the Department in re-
sponse to such instances. 

‘‘(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section applies 
with respect to a contract entered into by the 
Department or any frontline operational compo-
nent on or after the date that is 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this section.’’. 

(b) STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate and the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives a study of the adequacy of uniform 
allowances provided to employees of frontline 
operational components (as defined in section 
836 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as 
added by subsection (a)). 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The study conducted 
under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) be informed by a Department-wide survey 
of employees from across the Department of 
Homeland Security who receive uniform allow-
ances that seeks to ascertain what, if any, im-
provements could be made to the current uni-
form allowances and what, if any, impacts cur-
rent allowances have had on employee morale 
and retention; 

(B) assess the adequacy of the most recent in-
crease made to the uniform allowance for first 
year employees; and 

(C) consider increasing by 50 percent, at min-
imum, the annual allowance for all other em-
ployees. 

(c) ADDITIONAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall provide a report 
with recommendations on how the Department 
of Homeland Security could procure additional 
items from domestic sources and bolster the do-
mestic supply chain for items related to national 
security to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security, the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A review of the compliance of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with the require-
ments under section 604 of title VI of division A 
of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 (6 U.S.C. 453b) to buy certain items re-
lated to national security interests from sources 
in the United States. 

(B) An assessment of the capacity of the De-
partment of Homeland Security to procure the 
following items from domestic sources: 

(i) Personal protective equipment and other 
items necessary to respond to a pandemic such 
as that caused by COVID–19. 

(ii) Helmets that provide ballistic protection 
and other head protection and components. 

(iii) Rain gear, cold weather gear, and other 
environmental and flame resistant clothing. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–296; 116 Stat. 2135) 
is amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 835 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 836. Requirements to buy certain items re-

lated to national security 
interests.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CORREA) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

2915, the Homeland Procurement Re-
form Act, or better known as HOPR 
Act. I am proud to have introduced this 
bipartisan legislation to reform the 
way the Department of Homeland Se-
curity purchases uniforms and protec-
tive equipment for its personnel. 

My bill seeks to improve the quality 
of uniforms and equipment issued to 
frontline DHS personnel by requiring, 
to the maximum extent possible, that 
at least one-third of the funds be used 
to purchase goods manufactured by 
American small businesses in America. 

Today, DHS has more than 60,000 men 
and women in uniform, but fewer than 
half of those uniforms are actually 
manufactured in the United States. 

Furthermore, in response to the con-
cerns expressed by frontline personnel 
about how quickly they exhaust their 
annual uniform allowances, this bill di-
rects DHS to study the adequacy of 
uniform allowances for those serving 
on the front lines. 

My bill also strengthens supply chain 
security for uniforms by mandating 
locked storage, reports of stolen goods, 
and the destruction of defective items 
for any item bearing official DHS in-
signia not manufactured in the United 
States. 

In response to supply chain shortages 
that we have been seeing recently dur-
ing this pandemic, my bill also requires 
the Department to assess how to get 
more items related to national security 
from domestic sources. 

This provision is targeted at such 
items as personal protective equip-
ment, or PPE, which we all know has 
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been quite scarce at points during this 
pandemic. Simply put, this bill is good 
for Homeland Security, good for Amer-
icans, and good for American busi-
nesses. 

H.R. 2915 is endorsed by the Warrior 
Protection and Readiness Coalition and 
passed out of the committee unani-
mously. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Homeland Procurement 
Reform Act, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in favor of 
the HOPR Act, H.R. 2915. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Mr. CORREA, for his continued 
leadership on this issue to help bolster 
our domestic supply chains. 

This bill requires that, to the max-
imum extent possible, at least one- 
third of the funds obligated for the pro-
curement of the Department of Home-
land Security uniforms and gear cov-
ered by the HOPR Act be used to pur-
chase goods manufactured by entities 
that qualify as United States small 
businesses. 

Additionally, this bill directs the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to 
conduct a study of the adequacy of uni-
form allowances provided to Depart-
ment frontline personnel to determine 
what improvements can be made to 
current uniform allowances, including 
increasing allowances. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to join 
me in supporting H.R. 2915, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, if enacted, H.R. 2915 
will simultaneously serve the frontline 
personnel who protect our homeland 
and support the domestic industrial 
base, especially small businesses. 

Most importantly, as noted in the 
committee report, it is our expectation 
that, once this measure is enacted into 
law, DHS implement it in a manner 
that supports small business domestic 
manufacturing. 

To that end, DHS is expected to 
prioritize buying from small businesses 
that manufacture the item here in the 
United States over purchasing foreign- 
manufactured goods supplied by a 
small business. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the bipar-
tisan work that went into creating this 
legislation that is cosponsored by my 
Republican colleague, Mr. BRIAN MAST 
of Florida. I also appreciate the efforts 
of Senator SHAHEEN of New Hampshire, 
who introduced the Senate companion 
of this bill, which the Senate Com-
mittee on Homeland Security ordered 
to be favorably reported this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the HOPR Act, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CORREA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2915, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1345 

DHS ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD 
ACT OF 2021 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5652) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to establish the Ac-
quisition Review Board in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5652 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Acqui-
sition Review Board Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title VIII of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
391 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 836. ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established in 
the Department an Acquisition Review 
Board (in this section referred to as the 
‘Board’) to support the Under Secretary for 
Management in managing the Department’s 
acquisitions. 

‘‘(b) COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(1) CHAIR.—The Under Secretary for Man-

agement shall serve as chair of the Board. 
‘‘(2) OVERSIGHT.—The Under Secretary for 

Management may designate an employee of 
the Department to oversee the operations of 
the Board. 

‘‘(3) PARTICIPATION.— The Under Secretary 
for Management shall ensure participation 
by other relevant Department officials with 
responsibilities related to acquisitions as 
permanent members of the Board, including 
the following: 

‘‘(A) The Chair of the Joint Requirements 
Council. 

‘‘(B) The Chief Financial Officer. 
‘‘(C) The Chief Human Capital Officer. 
‘‘(D) The Chief Information Officer. 
‘‘(E) The Chief Procurement Officer. 
‘‘(F) The Chief Readiness Support Officer. 
‘‘(G) The Chief Security Officer. 
‘‘(H) The Director of the Office of Test and 

Evaluation. 
‘‘(I) Other relevant senior Department offi-

cials, as designated by the Under Secretary 
for Management. 

‘‘(c) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet reg-
ularly for purposes of evaluating the 
progress and status of an acquisition pro-
gram. The Board shall convene at the Under 
Secretary for Management’s discretion, and 
at such time as— 

‘‘(1) a new acquisition program is initiated; 
‘‘(2) a major acquisition program— 
‘‘(A) requires authorization to proceed 

from one acquisition decision event to an-
other throughout the acquisition life-cycle; 

‘‘(B) is in breach of its approved acquisi-
tion program baseline; or 

‘‘(C) requires additional review, as deter-
mined by the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment; or 

‘‘(3) a non-major acquisition program re-
quires review, as determined by the Under 
Secretary for Management. 

‘‘(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibil-
ities of the Board are as follows: 

‘‘(1) Determine the appropriate acquisition 
level and acquisition decision authority for 
new acquisition programs based on the esti-
mated eventual total expenditure of each 
such program to satisfy the mission need of 
the Department over the life-cycle of such 
acquisition regardless of funding source. 

‘‘(2) Determine whether a proposed acquisi-
tion has met the requirements of key phases 
of the acquisition life-cycle framework and 
is able to proceed to the next phase and 
eventual full production and deployment. 

‘‘(3) Oversee whether a proposed acquisi-
tion’s business strategy, resources, manage-
ment, and accountability is executable and 
is aligned with the mission and strategic 
goals of the Department. 

‘‘(4) Support the person with acquisition 
decision authority for an acquisition in de-
termining the appropriate direction for such 
acquisition at key acquisition decision 
events. 

‘‘(5) Conduct systematic reviews of acquisi-
tions to ensure that such acquisitions are 
progressing in accordance with best prac-
tices and in compliance with the most re-
cently approved documents for such acquisi-
tions’ current acquisition phases. 

‘‘(6) Review the acquisition documents of 
each major acquisition program, including 
the acquisition program baseline and docu-
mentation reflecting consideration of trade-
offs among cost, schedule, and performance 
objectives, to ensure the reliability of under-
lying data. 

‘‘(7) Ensure that practices are adopted and 
implemented to require consideration of 
trade-offs among cost, schedule, and per-
formance objectives as part of the process for 
developing requirements for major acquisi-
tion programs prior to the initiation of the 
second acquisition decision event, including, 
at a minimum, the following practices: 

‘‘(A) Department officials responsible for 
acquisition, budget, and cost estimating 
functions are provided with the appropriate 
opportunity to develop estimates and raise 
cost and schedule concerns before perform-
ance objectives are established for capabili-
ties when feasible. 

‘‘(B) Full consideration is given to possible 
trade-offs among cost, schedule, and per-
formance objectives for each alternative. 

‘‘(e) DOCUMENTATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The chair of the Board 

shall ensure that all actions and decisions 
made pursuant to the responsibilities of the 
Board under subsection (d) are documented 
in an acquisition decision memorandum that 
includes— 

‘‘(A) a summary of the action at issue or 
purpose for convening a meeting under sub-
section (c); 

‘‘(B) the decision with respect to actions 
discussed during such meeting; 

‘‘(C) the rationale for such a decision, in-
cluding justifications for any such decision 
made to allow acquisition programs to devi-
ate from the acquisition management policy 
of the Department; 

‘‘(D) any assigned items for further action; 
and 

‘‘(E) the signature of the chair verifying 
the contents of such memorandum. 

‘‘(2) SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDUM.—Not 
later than seven days after the date on which 
the acquisition decision memorandum is 
signed by the chair pursuant to paragraph 
(1)(E), the chair shall submit to the Sec-
retary, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives, and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a copy of 
such memorandum. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
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